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From Doug Frank. Presented to Alaska Rainbow Elders June 17, 2023



cliuPch servtc:ie condticte«f eiitt��y-t>y.
woman. The Imperial Court of All 
Alaska • . primarily . a . social . group. 
sponsoi:-ed' mimerqus activiti_es which 

. were publicized wi�ti · the gay com-
. munify� many· . of Utese .-�vents . tQok 
place at two local :bars •. •Finally; the 
Alaska Gay .Coalition and,tha Alaska -

. · Gay Comm�ty Center: Jomtly ·:spon-. s_or.ed : ·acUvi;ties \nclu(Ullg . films;· : a · 
·picnic and the 'Gay Fraedom Day PB.I';; 

• ade. These activities · were· publiciz� 
· . through neiVspeper.and radio ads . . .  . 

. :  * **  
qay ·Pride. Week has its _ origiJls 

in_ • an ·mcidE>p.t which �k place on ·
·Jun� -�e. 11;16�� h),.th� Greenwich Village -

. . . section of New Yorlt Gity •. Pollett 
.; :- raidec:1.�:gay·bar.on Christopher Street, 
.:, . and,aidhi':JJ loaded ·gay men.and women ·
, ,, · ,into pQddy 'W88QDS . the · :pe�ple ._re-, 
, maining 'in the b� . decided lo ri_e>t . 

thlk ;��t • lEJsbiari feelings" or holtto­
sexual faalings when we have them, 
a lot . of. people are • ve:ry- sciared · and 
·feel:very isolated; they<feel like they 
are the- -0nly .per�on �.round whp is 
.h�viilg these feelings._When some gay . 
people :·step forward and. say, 'Herp 
We ,are, we - do- exist. we :expedence 
-thesQ · feslb)gs• too- u!i sUU - lead; full 
Uv�;', l':tbmk i t is -a very positive 
sfatenient." . - - . · ·. · · . 

- ; · . .· · ���:gays exp�eas�d the• f•lillf&­
U.t_ G1;1y J»ride Week - 1� .a · �e to
look uito·opeeelf and .tJnnk about wbQt 

· . 'it ,)ne� in. :one's life to be g$y; If . 
is· also_ 11een as: • unpettis . foward .
. solidarity · m the: fight for gay,· rights 
and an opportunity t<i learn'about the 
resoiU'c�ti. witl,ij�1 Ute gay cQmml.lility. 
. · One -man hi a bar had a diffen,nt 
pphlion: · ·' 'Gay · P'rjde W�ek . m�ans 
notbmg. ·Gay Prid� ir. .Alaska comes out 

. ', The police- enqed �P lopked inside:.tlle 
·
<

._ r;::i::.:,rJtf"·!'/·ll'Y�;;:�:�e� •h ·
The f()Jl9wing · yea,r gays_ in Ne:w 

. York_ and -�·-. . m.ahy. other., citiefl .. had .. -p�1iiules m'>;d �le,bratiolijJ .on·Ji111e 28� 

.of a · bottle and from- drtigs." Bars 
-. do setvQ.,�Ainpottariltimcition as. a 
pl�ce where · gays can ·  meet other 
gays. 

- . ·t��PD1Jll8mQr�te -the Qirisfopher.Street ·
: J,.ij�cmt · G�y . Fra�doill ])ay_ -ruia-• e.]!:� 
· p��q to·.� -week of,Q�l�\)r��9.ris,JU1�s
· ·�a,t includefl_ lllOni�ial :secy,j�� ·fof 
gay� wbc)lj�ve.die<Un. trage�-8. liUCh 
atl the;New.:Otlean.$ fir,e o�•·Jµn� 24, 
i973; w\�n;33 gays wet� burned when 

. a:fire:1daru,d i11 �-gay:bar. . . . · . ;  . • 
. . Mtnnbere of the-gay comm:u�ty in 

-{\:no,horage, expre8s�(l differ� .yiewa. 
on,whatGay Pi'ide WeeltmeanUo them 
-8.� :µidMduals ,an�tt1l �the ob.DlJlluajty
41 . a who\��>�oU.f ;g�y·, and --�\raislit; 

. -The ·_ overall ff!eling · about. Gay ,Ptide 
· V\T�ek .owafJ posittve; il .was- ;�e�/:._$. •· 
having educatioiia

l 
yalue to btjth,gQ:y .. 

and straight <1oinm�ti�s� .. / - ,. . . . . ' · ' 
. . "Ona 'of .ib.f_sigriifio.�t �a.mat 

it- ac11omplishes is a statement ,,to: the 
general colilmuni!f.· -�a.Cgay 'people·
exit1t/' ·c!Jmmented Jim McKmght, ·orie 
of the foun<lers. 'Of 1he Alaslca Cay 
Coalition. "I "think -that ls ve1·y in;ipor� . 
tant because' there e;re many • people 
whi;, �e deallnj -M.th ·h.on}osexualfiy, 
iµ their ·. own lives: Because we ·d()n't 

At various fu,nctions during Gay ·
Pride· Week . people ·· e��sed·, .. Ute 
f�ling"that there is a · goo.d · deaL:of 
posiijve:energy·m. the gay commun)ty. 
Much,,: of this energy,., :itp . likely : '.the 
resplt,: of . two .positive ':events in the 
pae.t month:.: . . . . .  _ . . . .  . 

f'i:rst, tl:ie .$uprmne Court of .Alaska 
rule4, in favor of the Alaska · Qay · Coalition in the Blue Book case. The 
Coalition had sued the Municipality · 
of -An,chor1;1ge for the- right to haye . its · Jiame· a�d . a Ust _of ser\lices offered 
-p,:iµ.ted in the '-'Anchorage 'Blue Book,'' 
a listing of social serii.ces and ,or-
ganizations in the city. . •. 

. 
. · · The,GayUJalition p�sed the case 

· becatuie - .it •• viewed. - the · Bi-ue - Book 
�s� -�' , ,�filuable . teso�,e · tool li,: . ·the_ 
community; U�orfunately, as a res1ilt , . . . of ,-the ico:u.rf tuli,ng :the Blue . Books 
were . recalled; · •· and ·· according to 
Municipal Public Information Officer 
Kelly Gay, Blue Books_· wiU not be re­
printed : to include ·_ the Alaska· Gay - · · 
Coalition . and subsequently r�distrib-

• · uted. · 

l'he sec.one! victory was the recent 
vote by the Alaska State· Commis�ion · 
for Human Rights at its June 3 meeting 
in Fairbanks .passing a resolution re­
questing the state legislature fo add 
sexual preference as a protected right
under state h1ws against di13criinina� 
tion. Com.missioner Diana . Sric:hvdon 
comment13d that, ' 'Testimony offered 
in . · :Fairbanks was some of the best 
rve ever ·heard on ·the subject of
hc:miosexuality" and address:ed many 
stereotyp�s-and myths about gays. 

Several :gays�commented that the 
energy in the · gay community needs 
to be focused: there -are no common 
priorities and no leadershio. To an
extent this reflects the divetsity within 
the gay colllDlurtity; gays · �e foWld 
in all walks of life and at all economic 

, levESls.. The o�y . common . factor is 
sexual prefereµc� and the resulting 
oppf8Ssion. There is no defmable ''gay 

. lifestyle." . . · 
$ta tistics. o.n th_e · si� of Aiic4-

()rage 's gay t1ommunity vary. Jim Mc­
Knight estimates abo.ut. 3;()00 �opl� 
here think of themselves as' members 
Qf th� gay . community; .,The nillllber 
of Anchorage- residents having homo­
sexual experiences-probably ls closer 
to Alfred l<insey's fi�re of-10 percent
of. the population, which would. be
15,000-20,000 people. . 

. · . A su;ea��e : pq_rti(ln · of:. Alaskans 
.are,. · thµs in :  dtll,iser ·· of b,eing_ denied 

· their . civil rights ·solely on.- the basis 
oh1exu� _preferepi:e� Gays $eein to be .

:'. :evenly divide� 01f·tii� be�fipproac)l 
. ·to. . fight .for- equalfigbtsi At··_i!3StJe is 
. . whether lesl$lation pr education. should 

be the·priotlty.. · . : • · . 
. Thoje- gays . i,n- favor of pushing 

for legi9lati,re c�anges ."c;laim that . it 
t�J,ces too lo�g. to, change p�ople'$'" atti­
-�des; xneanwhile; ' g(;lys· ·are facing 
discrimination in housing, jobs, public 
accommoda1ton, . credit and military 
�ervice. Otte man clainied.' that , if 

. people had' been allowed to -vot� on _ 
.civil - rights Jor Blacks,. jt wQul.d . n,ot . . 
fo1ye paa��d; Court battles and legls� 
latio.n won cMl rights for Blacks; 
Emd the . same /will be- true -. with . gay ·
rights, they Inaintafn. · · 

On the other side of tbs issue 
ma�y gays feel strongly that peop1e's
attitudes are at the base of discrimina­
tion and only education. will make the 
situation for gays better. They feel
people attack . hom:osexuality out of 
ignorance..:_thus the myths about gays
being child · molestoi's and havirig 
criminal· tendencies . beyond those. of 

. hetei:-Qsexuals. One mail suggested 
-thatif all the gay corporat.e: anq civic 
leaders .and powerful politicia_ns came
out -and acknowledged -they are gay, 
it would have a positive effect on the 
communi.ty at large. Friends and neigh­
bors would be forced to admit they
thought the person .. was fine before 

. he/she came, out as · g�y; is he reaily
a different human "being now? 

·· · ,. One politically active gay main­
tained that, '._'Education is the key; 
laws can't change people's attitudas. 
lf. you want - to deny . a _gay person a 

. job, you'.will probably be.smart enough 
Iiot to- use . as .an -excuse -something 
that is 'illegal. I'm more concerned
abo,ufthe· criminal code revision than 
an •amendment to the state discrilnina-
tiori laws.;' 

. . - . 

·Gay .rights have been receiving
much ·attention: 'in the .national p.tess; 
Human .i:ights. ofdinant:� were recently 
re13cb!ded-ill Eugene;_ Oregon: )'Vitclµta,• 
Kansas: and St ·Paul; ;Minrusota. Yet, 
an even'greater nµiliJ:iijr: of. cities have 
gay ·rights or<linant:es'in·�ffoot Whil_e, . 
:natiOl,l(U)y ·111oi;lt Qiittle.!J. :over ·gay rig�t8 
�re·. ·t�ng place on ttie municipal 
level; th'ere '.is :a_;chanbe Alaska · will 
be .on,f',of the first >states to pass a 
law ptj>Jecting civil · _,rights : of gays 
wbl:ln: th� issue is-brought before the 
legial�fµre. _i;tex( ·session. A�tivi�Js 

- .h-o_pe \o ,be succ�ssful :hY .avoiding - -� 
em<>tioil-Oh(;li'ged C8.JDJ)8ig:n;: pref errjng 
to lcibby behin� the<scenas. for .. passage 
of tl;ie . amel!�ent to ·_ th,e ·state .dis­
·criminlltion laws. • 'Ther� a1·a a lot of

_· people dn - Al�ska who are not say 
.· <· but: who suppQrtgay rights: We neecJ 
·, . . Jo. i'eaclt those people·i:n order to_pess 
•· gay rights Jeghd�tipn;' ' :_said Eugene

H:aberman, · ·editor .
. of Gay . Alaska, _a 

.·monthly publication. 
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