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charch service conducted entiraly by

women. The Imperial Court of All
Alaska, primarily a social group,
sponsored’ mimerous activities which
were puhllclzed within the gay com-
‘miunity; many .of these, events. took
place at two lacal bars. Finally, the

Alaska Gay Coglition and:the Alaska

Gay Community Center jeintly ‘spon-
sored activities including
‘picnic and the Gay Freedom Day par-
ade. These activities were piiblicized
* -through rewspaper and radio ads.

: RS & &

Gay Pride Week has its origins -

in-an incident which. took place on
‘June 28, 1969; in the Greenwi
section of New York City.. Police

.. raided.a:gay bar on Christopher Street,

and.as-thay loaded gay meénand women -

f,:mto paddy wagons the pesple re-
. maining in the bar. decided to riot.
~: The poli¢e-ended up locked inside the

... bar: for three 'days: as. gays .and theu» YR

- suppopters rioted. -
The followmg yeer gays in New
. York and in.many. other, cities had
pamdes and celebrations .onJune 28th
. ‘to commemorate the Christopher Strest
- incident. Gay Freedom Day "has. ex-

: pended to.a week of celebrations.and.

“also-includes memorial services -for
gays who have died.in tragedies such
as the;New.Orleans fire onJune 24,
1973, when-33 gays were burned when
a fu-e started in a gay bar. »

 Members of the.gay cdmmnmty in
Anchorage expressed differing views
on: whatGay Pride Week meant to them
-and to ‘the community

a8 & whole, both-gay - and-straight.
Thie overall feeling about Gay Pride

Waeek was positive; it WS 808n ;88 -
having educational value to both gay |

and stranght communities. .
“One of the. significant things. thet
it accomplishes is a statemént.to. the

general community. ‘that gay people

exist,’’ commented Jim McKnight, ore
of the founders -of the ‘Alaska Gay
Coalition. "1 think that is very impor-
tant because there are- many' people

who are dealing with homosexuality.

in thair owst lives: Bacause we don’$

Page 2

films, a -

that Gay

Village

talk ‘sbotit lesbian feelings or homo-
sexual feelings when we have them,

a.lot.of peaple are.very scared and

fesl:very isolated; they feel like they
arg the. only -persen around whp is

‘having these feelings. When some gay .

people step forward and say, ‘Herg
we -are, we do- exist, we ‘experience

these feelings too- and still lead, full

lives,” I'think it is a very positive

statement.”

Other ga grys expressed the feoli
ide Week is a time. f
look into-oneself and think about what

' it.means in one's life to be gav. It

is also 'seen as, an nnpetus toward
golidarity ‘in the! fight for gay: rights

and an opportumty to learn‘ abouit the
resources. within the gay community.
One man in a bar had a different
opinjon: “‘Gay Pride Week . means
nothing. Gay Pride ir Alaska comes out
of a bottle and from dnigs.”” ‘Bars

-do serve.an. important function as a

place where gays can meet other
gays.

At various functions during Gay
Pride Week people expressed: . the

feeling-that there is a good deal -of

positiveenergy in the gay community
Much. of this energy.:is. hkely ‘the
resnlt of two positwe events in' the
past month.

" First, the Supreme Court of Alaska
fuled in favor of the Alaska Gay
Coalition in the Blue Book case. The

Coalition had sued the Municipality -
of Anchorage for the right to have its -

name and a list of services offered
printed in the “Anchorage ‘Blue Book,"
a listing of social services and or-
ganizations in thecity: -

- 'The Gay Coalition pressed the case

~ becaiige: it viewed - the Blue Book

ag -a- valuable resource tool in.the
cominunity: Unfortunately, as a result

‘of .the ‘court ruling the Blue Books

were . recalled, and according to
Municipal Public Inforniation Officer
Kelly Gay, Blue Books will not be re-

printed  to include the Alaska Gay

Coalition and subsequently redistrib-

.. uted.

The second victory was the recent
voie by the Alaska State' Commigsion
for Human Rights at its June 3 meeting
in Fairbanks passing a resolution re-
questing the state legislature to add
sexual preference as a protacted right
under state laws against discriinina-
tion. Comrnissioner Diana - Snowdon
commented that, “*“Testimony offered
in ‘Fairbanks was some of the best
I've ever heard on the subject of
hornosexuality’’ and addressed many
stereotypes-and myths about gays.

Several gays.commented that the
energy in the gay community needs
to be focused; there are no common
priorities and no leadership. To an
extent this reflects the diversity within
the gay community; gays are found
in all walks of life and at all economic

.levels. The only common factor is

sexual preference and the resulting
oppressxon. There is no definable *'gay

. lifestyle.”

Statistics on the size of Anch-
orage’s gay community vary. Jim Mc-
Knight estimates about. 3,000 people
here think of themselves as members
of the gay community.. The number
of Anchorage residents havmg homo-
sexual experiences.probably is closer
to Alfred Kinsey's figure of 10 percent
of. the population, ‘which woild be

15,000-20,000 people.

A sizeable portion of. Alaskans

' are thus in dangerof being denied

their. civil rights solely on.the basis
of sexual preference. Gays seem to be

“gvenly divided on'the best- approech
1o fight for equal. 1'1ghts ‘At issue is

whether legislation or education should
be the priority. :

Those- gays .in. favor of pushing
for legislative changes claim that it
takes too long to change people’s atti-
tudes; meanwhile, gays are facing
discrimination in housing, jobs, public
accommodatton, . credit and military
service. One man claimed that - if
people had’ been -allowed to vote on

civil rights for ‘Blacks, it would not

have pmsed Court battles and legis-
lation won civil rights for Blacks,
and the same :will bs true with gay
rights, they maintain,

On the other side of ths issue
many gays feel strongly that peopie’s
attitudes are at the basg of discrimina-
tion and only education will make the
situation for gays better. They fesl
people attack. homosexuality out of
ignorance—thus the myths about gays
being child molestors and having
criminal tendencies. beyond those of

- heterosexuals. One man suggeqted
that if all the gay corperate and civic
leaders and pewerful politicians came
out and acknowledged they are gay,
it would have a positive effect on the
community at large. Friends and neigh-
bors would be forced {o admit they
thought the person.was fine before

-helshe came out as gay; is he really
a different human being now?

. One politically active gay main-
tained that, ‘‘Education is the key;
laws can’t change people’s’ attitudes.
If you want to deny.a gay person a
_job, you'will probably be.smart enough

not to use-as an excuse something
that is illegal. I'm more concerned
about'the criminal code revision than
an amendment to the state discriinina-
tionlaws.”

-Gay rights have bsen receiving
much attention in the national press,
Human nghts ordinances were recently
rescinded in Eugene, Oregon; Witchita,
Kansas; and St. Paul, Minnisota. Yet,
an even.greater number of cities have
gay rights ordinarices in effest. While.

“nationally most battlésover gay rights

are’ taking place on the municipal
level, there i8 a:chance Alaska will
be one ‘of the first states to pass a
law protecting civil rights 'of gays
when- the issue i3 brOught before the
leglslature next -Session. Activists
hope to be successful by avoiding an
emotioncharged campaign, preferruig
to lobby behind the scenes for passage
of the amepdment to the state dis-
crimination Taws. “There are a lot of

- poople:in Alaska who ar¢ not gay
~but who support gay rights: We need

o reach those people in order to pass
- gay rights legislation,”

-said ‘Eugene
Haberman, editor of Gay Alaska, a

‘monthly publication.
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